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She stands in the doorway of her tiny room– 

a room where she is repeatedly raped and 

degraded to the lowest possible depths 

imaginable. She is only 16 years old. A mere 

child, with a 9 month old daughter. Fear is her 

constant companion.



One moment she 

thinks, “Can I get a 

customer tonight?” 

Her next thought is 

hoping she doesn’t 

get one. She knows 

the next person 

through her door may 

beat her, give her a 

STD, or even HIV. 

But without the 

customer, she and 

her baby will not eat.  

Even worse, she may 

be beaten without 

mercy by her pimp 

and thrown out into 

the street for not 

meeting her quota. 

However she looks 

at it, it’s a lose-lose 

scenario.

Crisis Aid works in a red light district (RLD) in 

east Africa where thousands of girls are 

trapped with no way out. Abject poverty is 

what led most of the girls to this place of 

indescribable suffering and sorrow.  

In August 2009, we operated 8 small Refuge 

Homes in east Africa for girls we personally 

rescued from this RLD. They ranged in ages 

from 9 to 25 years old. All 8 homes were full, 

and the girls in them were thriving; however, 

our hearts were broken for the girls still 

trapped, begging to get out of the RLD.

Looking at the overwhelming number of girls, 

we knew more had to be done; the vision for 

Mercy Chapel was born. Crisis Aid dreamed of 

a facility where girls could be taught a trade so 

that they would be able to support themselves 

and leave the daily nightmare they lived in.

Although we operated multiple Refuge Homes 

in east Africa, there were (and still are) never 

enough beds for the amount of girls praying 

and pleading to be rescued from their living 



hell. In March 2010, because of the generosity 

of Victory World Church in Norcross, GA, we 

purchased a brothel in the middle of the 

RLD and transformed it into a place of hope. 

Because of the support from our many 

partners, Crisis Aid launched Mercy Chapel 

as a church, counseling center and vocational 

training center for the thousands of girls 

forced to sell their bodies just to survive 

another day.

The vocational school is a one year 

commitment where the girls have the 

opportunity to learn either hair dressing, 

silk screen printing, computers, weaving or 

sewing. The girls choose their desired career 

and spend the next year in hands-on training 

with our qualified staff. They also learn about 

launching a business, building clientele, 

customer service, etc.

After graduating, some of the girls start their 

own businesses, others begin internships and 

others find employment in their trade.

The program ends with a graduation 

ceremony, right in the middle of the RLD–a 

place of hopelessness and degradation 

beyond description. In this place, hope is 

released as the students proudly wear their 

caps and gowns. NONE of the early graduates 

believed this could be possible, but because 

of you, it became a realized dream.

One graduate said, “I never thought I could 

change my life. My eyes are opened for the 

first time.”

Another said, “After I graduated, I got married! 

The hair dressing program and education at 

Mercy Chapel helped me decide and gave 

me the ability to change my lifestyle. Now 

I am working at a hair salon and am 

happily married!”

One girl who was a top student in her 

hairdressing class told the crowd of people 

attending the second graduation ceremony, 

“Every day I felt like I was someone’s toilet. 

Never again will that happen to me!”



Mercy Chapel has celebrated three graduating 

classes totaling 188 girls since 2010. There 

are 95 girls in the current class. Due to the 

overwhelming response from the girls in the 

RLD, we are dreaming of increasing the 

capacity of girls served at Mercy Chapel. Crisis 

Aid has received a grant which will help. 

However, your support is needed so Mercy 

Chapel can continue to operate and expand.
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Donations can also be made online at www.crisisaid.org.
Our web site meets the extreme security requirements of all credit card companies.

You continue to SAVE LIVES, SAVE SOULS and 

CHANGE FUTURES through Mercy Chapel 

and all your other programs worldwide. 

You answered their prayers when you prayed 

and gave to provide these beautiful girls a 

new life!  Thank you for your past and 

continued support. 

With immense gratitude,

Pat and Sue Bradley
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